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F I LMOTHEQUE

Scenario et cofiunentaires du Film (*)

ÉTUOE ET CULTURE DU TILAPIA: HISTOIRE D,UI'IE OOMESTICATION
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Belgian researchers have been concerned with the main steps of
the domestication of the Tilapia: hydrobiology in natural habitats and
col lecting of specimen for identjfication and systematics in the thjr-
ties; collecting of a founder stock from the Luapula-luloâro for experimen-
ta1 rearing in ponds jn the Katanga (Shaba) province of the late Belglan
Congo (Zaîre) as early as the fourties; eco-ethology and extensjve tia-
ditional fishing at lake Lufira in the late fiftjes; comparatjve and de-
velopmental ethology in aquaria in the sjxties and finally, intens.ive
rearing in cages flooded and tanks filled with warm water from industrj-
al wastes at the Tihange power station in the seventies.

The fjlm recapitulates all these steps with movy-pictures ta-
ken by actors and direct witnesses of these pioneer-works. It shows the
techniques and the development of r'ilapia culture in ponds in the Katanga,
the trad'itjonal fishing at Lake Lufira, the breedjng be[aviour of subs-
tratum spawners and maternal brooders species in the field and in aquarîa;
it explains in details the improvement of the techniques used for mass
production at the experimental station at rihange. it illustrates the
improvement of productivity, considering successjvely the outcome of tra-ditional fishing ( 100 kglHa/year), the results of intensive Tj lapia cu l-
ture.in_ponds (5 r/Ha/year) and the mass production in cages and tanks
(equivalent to 300 T/Ha/month). This domestication story !ives evidencefor the complementarity between field exploration, fundamèntal arrd ap-plied research, between pursuing. pure knowledge as well as engaging'in
practical actions with economi'ca'l developments jn vjew.

Voir présentatjon Cahjers Ethol. Appl. 1 982, 2 (1) : p. 120.
, vér§i ôn'rrairçai 

-e.

DAVENNE.

Fjlm 16 mm, coul eurs, sono-rï, -î0 minutes
Réalisatjon : L. HANON ass'i sté par J.l,l
Production 1982; Diffusjon 1983,

(*)
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Photo 2

Photo 3 : Elevage intensif en bassins dans des eaux réchauffées par des
effluents industriels. La production atteint 1'équivalent de
300 T/Ha/mois. Tihange, 1981. (photo J.M. DAVENNE).

Traces de nids de Tilapia nilotica sur le fond d'un étang
vidangé. La producÏi6fr-îds-p'iscîcuttures en station d'esiai
s'élève à 5 T/Ha/an. Kinshasa (Zaîre), 7977. (photo J. FRANSSTN)
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