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Abstract
Design process is a series of activities in which designers try to frnd or invent entities
that satisfy specifications, the specification usually they take as given. The process
could be seen as a kind of proof of nonconsequence since the entities must satisfy
the specification since they usually invent entities and check if the entities satisfy
given specifications, rather than they deduce the entities from the specifications. In
this paper, we argue that this similarities between the proof of nonconsequence and
the design process are essential, and they makes it possible to formulate the design
process in an abstract way. Addition to the above argument, we formulate the
logical relation betll'een heterogeneous specifications as heterogeneous logicbased on
a mathematical theory of design called Aôslract Design Theory (ADT), and discuss
about such logic in a reasoning system called Hyperproof.
Keywords: Abstract design theory, Hyperproof, proof of nonconsequence, hetero-
geneous logic, information path.

Introduction

When mathematicians prove a theorem, they are showing that a particular claim
follows from certain accepted information, the information they take as gi.uen This
kind of proof is what we call a proof of consequence, a proof that a particular piece
of information must be true if the given information is correct. A very different, but
equally important kind of proof is a proof of. nonconsequence,where mathematicians
show that it would be possible for a claim in given information not to be true, even
if the other information is true. To show this, it is enough to give a single sentence,
i.e. counterexample, that is not a consistent with the claim and consistent with the
other information. However, it is not always easy to find such sentence since it does
not follow from the claim in question. Mathematicians have to invent such sentence
somehow or other in a non-deductive way.

Design process is a series of activities in which designers try to find or invent
entities that satisfy specifications, the specification usually they take as also g'iuen.
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The process could be seen as a kind of proof of consequence since the entities must
satisfy the specification. However, if we closely look at the design process, especially
in the case of creative design, they usually invent entities and check if the entities
satisfy given specifications, rather than they deduce the entities from the specifi-
cations. Here, we could find important common activities between the process of
design and proofs of nonconsequence, that is, they try to inuent entities or sentences
that satisfy their goals, i.e. the entities for designers and the counterexamples for
mathematicians, in non-deductive way. In this paper, we argue that this common
activities are essential, and they makes it possible to formulate the design process in
an abstract way. Following these remarks, we investigate these common activities
based on a mathematical theory of design called Abstract Design Theory (ADT)[l].

Addition to the above argument, we focus on the heterogeneous nature of spec-
ification. The speciflcation usually have a multiple form of representation, such
as drawings and sentential specifications, and they are often closely interrelated to
give information that should be satisfied by the entities. To be able to find the
entities, there must be a logical relation betrveen these speciûcations with different
representation. Thus, in this paper, we formulate the logical relation between het-
erogeneous specifications as heterogeneous logic by using a reasoning system called
Hyperproofl l. Hyperproof is a systen for constructing proofs where the information
is given in two different forms: graphical and sentential. With these information,
the system allows users to solve simple reasoning problem. In Hyperproof, to con-
struct proofs of nonconsequence, users are asked to invent a situation, - graphical
information - that follows from given information but it neglects claim in question.
We will focus on this process of proofs in Hyperproof, explain it in the framework
of ADT, and frnally, show that the creative design process is essentially the same as
the process of proofs of nonconsequence.

2 Abstract Design Theory

2.1 Historical Background

In 1981, Yoshikawa proposed an axiomatic theory of design called General Design
Theory (GDT)[5], where possibility of design is discussed in terms of topological
spaces defined on a set of abstract concepts called a set of entity concepts. In
the theory, a concept of function and attribute are defined as subsets of the set o{
the entity concepts, and the possibility of the design is discussed in terms of the
continuity of the identity map from a set of the attribute concepts to a set of the
function concepts.

On the other hand, Barwise and Seligman proposed a theory of information
flow called Channel Theory in 1997[6]. As briefly introduced in later section, it
is a mathematical theory which is intended to formulate flow of information in
distributed svstems with the notions of information channel and local loeic.
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Inspired by the idea of the GDT, the ADT was proposed to formulate design in

more mathematically aciculate way on the basis of Channel Theory. While design
was formulated in terms of the map from the attribute concepts to function concepts
in the GDT, in the ADT, design is formulated in terms of an existence of information
channel between the abstract concepts and the physical world. In other words, when
design is possible, there is an information channel between our conceptual space
and the world around us. Mathematically, this can be viewed as an application of
Channel Theory to a theory of design. The development of ADT is still in progress

and a further work has been done especially in the notion of information flow(cf.

t2l)

2.2 Channel Theory

2.2.1 Classiûcation

Since the notion of classification and infomorphisms are fundamental to the notion
of information channel in Channel Theory, it is also true in the ADT. Most parts of
following definitions are from pl.

Definition 2.L. A classification A : (tok(A), typ(A), p.a) consists of a set tok(A)
of objects to be classified, called tolcens of A, a set typ(C) of objects used to classify
the tokens; called the types oL A, and a binary relation f,n between tok(A) and
typ(A).

A classification is depicted by means of a diagram as follows.

tvp(A)

l F -4

tok(A)

The binary relation fa tells that which tokens of A is classified as being of
which types of â. These tokens and types are not restricted to the mathematical
objects. They can be any theoretical vocabularies such as terminologies used in

mechanical engineering or cognitive science.
Next, when we have two classifications at hand, the information flow between

them can be modeled by the notion called i,nfomorph'isrn.

Definit ion 2.2. t l A : (tok(A),typ(â), Fr) and c : (rok(c),typ(c), Fc) *"
classifications then an infomorphism is a pair I : \f^,/-) of functions satisfying the
analogous biconditional:

l-k) tst o <+ clc l^@)

for all tokens c oL C and all types o of A.
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With two classification diagrams, infomorphisms can be depicted as follows. The
notion of an infomorphism f : A C C gives a mathematical model of. the whole-paft
relationshi,p, i.e., a whole modeled by a classifi,cation C and that of a part modeled
by a classification â.

IYP(A) --:* tYP(13)

Its" |ts"
I

tok(A) '--1- tok(B)

2.2.2 Theory

In mathematical logic, theory is considered to be a set of sentences with some kind of
notion of entailment between theories and sentence. Here, this notion is generalized
to work with more general setting, such as a certain scientific theory. In this section,
a definition of the notion of theory and related topics those are needed to be defined
for the ADT are introduced.

Given a set E, a sequent of E is a pair (f, A) of subsets of E. A sequent (1, A)
i sapa r t i t i on  o f  ase t  E ' i f  f  UA :  l /  and  f  OA :0 .  Wesay tha t  ( f ' , 4 ' )  i s  an
ertension of the sequent (f,A) if f g f 'a.nd A Ç A'and write (f,A) < (f ' ,4').

Definition 2.3. A theory is a pair 7 : (typ(?),F7) of a set typ(T) and a binary
relation l-7 on subset of typ("). A sequent (f,A) of subset of typ(?) is said to be
constraint of 7 if I F7 A, and. T-consistentlf| Vr L. T is ,inconsistenf if there is
no ?-consistent sequent in Fa.

A theory T is regular ifi ? satisfies the following for all types a and all sets
l,I ' , A, At of types:

1. Weakening: if f F" A then f U f' l-a A U A',

2. Partition: if.l l/7 A then there is a partition (f',4') with (f,A) < (f',4')
such that T' Vr L'.

Definition 2.4. Let 71 and T2 be regular theories. A regular theory interpretation
f 

'. T1 --- T2 is a function from typ(T1) to typ(T2) such that for each f , ̂  g typ("r)

f F?', A =+ /[flFr, "f[Al.

Let A be a classification and let (f, A) be a sequent of types of A. A token o of
A satisfies (I, A) provided that if a is of type a for every c € I then o is of type a
for some a € A, that is, for o € tok(À)

Vo e f (o èd o) ===1 la e A(o l,a a).
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For a set X of functions, a sequent (f,À) of X with f fl A : 0 will be called a
specif.cat'ion on X, in the sense that (f,A) specifies an object having any function
in I and no function in A. It is said to be a complete specification if f U A : X.

Let A be a classifrcation such that typ(A) : t. A specification (f,A) on X is
realizedby a token a ol Aif a f1 o for every o € f and a*e crfor every a € A.
It is also said a is countereramplefor (f,À) if a realizes (f,A).

Definition 2.5. Given a classification A, the theory Th(A) generated by A is the
theory whose

1. types are the types of A, i.e., typ(À), and

2. constraints are the set of sequent satisfied by every token in A, i.e., Frnrar
satisfy the followings for all sets l, A C typ(A):

I Frr,(a) Â +==+ Va € tok(A)(Vo € f(o ?d a) + la € A(o !a o)).

Definition 2.6.

1. Given a regular theory ?, the classification Cla(f) generated by ? is the clas-
sification whose

(a) tokens are the T-consistent partitions (f , A) of typ(T),

(b) types are the types of T, such that

(") (f , A) Fc'.rrl a iff o € l.

2. Given an interpretation / : T - T', 'w'e define an infomorphism

Cla(/) : Cla(") = Cla(?')

by

(a) CIa(/)^(a) : /(a) for o € typ(?), and

(b)  Cla( / ) ' ( ( r ,A))  :  ( / - ' [ f ] , / - ' [A] )  for  any token ( f ,A)  of  Cla(T ' ) .

2.3 F\rnctional Schernes

Now, we shall provide a mathematical framework for design, called functi,onal scheme.
First, we give a notion called a i.nfomnation path, then give a definition of functional
scheme based on it. We may note, in passing, that since ADT is in progress, the
notion of information path in this paper is still in premature stage. We have been
working on the general form of the definition of the information path[2][3]1.

'For detailed arguments for this development, please refer to http://kurt.cla.kobe.
u.ac.jp/-kikuchi/adt.html.
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Definition 2.7. A scheme of information flow is 3-tuple 6 : (Ae ,I|6, ft6) where
As and 116 are classifications, and Rs is a binary relation between typ(â) and
tVp(.B). We say that there is an 'infonnation path from a to be cloaen bg Rs if the
condition

Vo e typ(46)(" Fo" o +=+ lÉ e typ(Be)(aRe7 n ô Fa" É))

holds. A binary relation ,{6 between tok(,Et6) and tok(-46) is defined so that bflso
iff there exists an information path from a to ô cloven by Be.

typ(Ae)

|  *^*
I

tok(46)

tvp(Bs)

l*,..
I

tok(Bs)

À6

nê

With the notion laid above, we come to the central notion of the ADT, called a

functional scheme. Let ? be a theory of requirements, that represents our mental
world, and B is a classification given by classifying entities in physical world by their
behavior, that is, let tok(B) be a set of the entities and typ(I|) be a set of behaviors
and ô f a B is defined by "an entities b has a behavior B". N'Iathematically speaking,
it is no more than a notion between a regular theory ? and a classification Il.

Definition 2.8. A funct'ional scheme is 3-tuple g : (CIa(?g), Bs, Re) for which
Cla(T) is a classification generated by a regular theory 7s and Bs is a classification.
?s and Bs are called the theory of requirement and the functional class'ification of
6, respectively.

A functional scheme is depicted by means of a diagram as follows.

typ(Cla("s)) -js* tvp(Bs)

tl
l F c r " r r 6 1  l F " .

tt
tok(Cla(Te)) . 

u" 
,ok1au;

2.4 Medium Classification

It is often not enough to realize an entity, even if we have a classification of require.
ments Cla(?s) and a classification of physical entities 116, since we sometime do
not know how to obtain a relation Ëe which make it possible to classify entities by
requirements through their behaviors. Thérefore, we introduce a classification called
a medium classificat'ion that connects two classifications, i.e., Cla(76) and Ils. A
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medium classification can be seen as a kind of drawings in design activity, since they
are supposed to depict a way to realize entities indicated by requirements.

Let ? be a regular theory and D, B be classifications. Let E be a binary relation
between typ(T) and typ(D), and let P be a binary relation between typ(B) and
typ(D). When €: (CIa(?), D,E) andry: (B,D,P) are schemes of information,
we call D a medium classifi,cation between Cla(f) and typ(Il).

typ(D)

3 Heterogeneous Logic

A specification usually has multiple forms of representations, such as drawings and
sentential specifications, and they are often closely interrelated to give information
that should be satisfied by the entities. To be able to find the entities, there must be a
logical relation between these specifications with diferent representations. Thus, in
this section, we formulate the logical relation between heterogeneous specifications as
heterogeneous logic by using a reasoning system called Hyperproofl+l as an example.

3.1 Background

Heterogeneous logic is a heterogeneous rea.soning system where inference proceeds
from information represented in more than one form. In mathematics, representa-
tions other than sentential representations, especially visual one, still remain second-
class citizens, and at best, they have been regarded as teaching tools or heuristics
for mathematical discoveries. In this context, Barwise emphasized in [7] that effi-
cient reasoning is inescapably heterogeneous (or "hybrid") in nature, and gave some
examples such as Venn diagrams and proof of Pythagorean theorem with diagrams
where visual information can be integral to the reasoning itself. As mentioned ear-
lier, design activities are certainly among them.

Mathematicallg these notions axe expressed by relations between a classification
(core) and multiple theories. Suppose there a,re several systems of concepts modeled
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by means of theories Ta for i in some index set I , a heterageneous logic is a classifica-
tion.É[ with an binary relation.E; between the element of typ(Cla(fl)) and typ(.Ef),
one for eæh i, e I.

H

""/ 1 \*
/  lu,  \

Cla(71) Cra(72) Cla(?s)

3.2 Hyperproof

Hyperproof is a system for constructing proofs where the information is given in
two different forms: graphical and sentential. With these information, the system
allows users to solve simple reasoning problem. In Hyperproof, to construct proofs

Fig. t: Screen image of Hyperproof

of nonconsequence, users are asked to invent a situation, i.e., graphical information,
that follows from given information but it neglects claim in question. We will focus
on this type of proofs in Hyperproof and explain it in the framework of ADT.

3.2.I Proof System in Hyperproof

In Hyperproof, a proof typically begins with some initial information in the form of
a diagram depicting a blocks world and some sentences expressed in the language
of first-order logic. The diagrams in Hyperproof are more or less information about

, : g  r h
i .  oodec(d) V Cubê(d) /  k
l. lx Fmntot(x, d) â rlx Lettof(x, d) y' h

yo
i. lt Frcntof(x, d)

i .  3x Lettof(r .  d)

i. rGr Leftot(r,d))

I cæ crorec
? 

ool.dn.orilch bht i. ffiùt.d'.

t fr--o I& ç
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the blocks world such as depicted in Fig. 1. From this initial information, users are
asked to demonstrate that requested characteristics hold with the given informa-
tion. The proof system in Hyperproof is an extension of the Fitch-style deductive
system(Fig.2).

6iæû

Êirtn

EiY!r|

âoslc
Ohrvr

+Elim

F||ÛE

âcsul:

frhrtst

IrÙrFt

Fig. 2: Example of extended Fitch-style deductive system in Hyperproof

Following the definitions of syntax, semantics, logical notions, and the rule called
Observe and Apply of Hyperproof in [7], the proof is defined much as the same
way as the Fitch-style system of deduction. N'Iain differences between the Fitch sys-
tem and the proofs in Hyperproof is the introduction of the diagrams and inference
rule, i.e., Observe and Apply2. The rule Observe allows users to extract senten-
tial information from diagrammatic information and Apply allows them to extract
information in the opposite way.

Fig. 3: A diagram

2Actually, there are more additional rules in the proof of Hyperproof. Because of the limited
space here, we focus on these two rules.

{
,t
{
{
,l
,l

{

I

,f

{
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iO
i .  Dodec(c) -+ Doctec(d)

i ' f f i
' ;g

i '  Dodec(c)

y' eiwn
y' Girrn
y' Êivun

y' âppll
y' oærvc

Fig. 4: A proof

For example, if you have a diagram such as Fig.3 at a certain step of inference
indicated by > in Fig.4, you can use the rule Apply to assert a dodecahedron in
the diagram is c, then use Observe to extract the information from the diagram
that c is a dodecahedron. Note that I in the proof indicate a current d,iagram al a
step, that is, Fig.3 at the step indicated by >. A curcent subproof is the subproof
that has the last sentence or diagram in a proof.

3.2.2 Theory on Hyperproof Representations

Let W, ^9 and D be a set of block rvorlds, diagrams and sentences in Hyperproof,
respectively. Let P Ç D U ^9 and q be a single Hyperproof representation, then q is
lagical consequence of P, written P I q lfr

Yw ë.lVYr c P(w F r -- w * q),

and P is consistent ifr
lw eWVr e P(w p r ) .

Based on this logical consequence relation, theories on a set ,S of sentences and a
set D of diagrams is defined. LetTs: (S,Fr") and ?p be theories on S and D,
respectively, and if f,A Ç S then

I F"s A +.+ Vu eW(Vr e f(ur p r) * 1r € A(u p r)),

and similarly if f,A Ç D then

I  Fao A ++Vu eW(Yr e f ( to  I  r )  *  1r  e A(u p r ) ) .

On diagram, there is a important notion called ertensi,on. One diagram is an
extension of another if it can be obtained by assigning definite values for attributes
that were not determined by the original situation. For example, in Fig.b, (a) is an
extension of (b).
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(a) Original diagram

(b) Extension

Fig. 5: Extension of an diagram

3.2.3 Hyperproof as Heterogeneous Logic

Let H s* be a Hyperproof classification such that the types of H slyo are the disjoint
union of the types of ?s and To, and the tokens oî. Hs.ye are the extended Fitch-
style proofs as explained above. A binary relation Ftrn, between typ(.Elsro) and
tok(Ilp*) is defined by

f . if 4 is of types ?s,

h tsr:r", n ifr "n is consistent with all sentences in a current subproof of â", and

2. if. rl is of types ?p,

h tsnro, 17 ifr "the last diagram in a current subproof of à is a extension of 7"

for each h e typ(^Els*) and \ e tok(H rrsp).
By above definitin, the classification Hs* is a heterogeneous logic where there

are binary relations between typ("s) and typ(Ilsuo),i."., Es, and between typ("p)
andtyp(IIp*),i.e., Ep. Here, Es is defined as an identity map from typ(Ts) to
tW(Haà. Let s € tok(Cla("s)) and h e tok(.Elsrr) then there is an information
path from s to h cloven by Es if condition

Vo € typ(?s)(s pcr,1r"; o #Jq e typlf unù(o - n Ahln,",n))

9 1



holds. On the other hand, Ep is also defined as an identity map from typ(Tp) to
ryp(Hnuà.Let d e tok(Cla("p)) and à € tok(Ils*) then there is an information
path from d to h cloven by Eo if condition

Y6 efip(Tp)(d Fcr,tr, l I e+fvl €.typ(Ils*)(6:n nhln,,,n))

holds.
P is a classification lp such that

w tsp rl ç t'q is satisfied in ur"

for each w eW and q € typ(Hnà.

Cla(7p)

rr r* L Evt(Ssz)

Cla("s)

3.3 Proofs of Nonconsequence as Abstract Design

In this section, we explain the construction of a proof of nonconsequence in Hyper-
proof based on the functional schemes in ADT.

When you constructs this type of proof in Hyperproof, you must create an ex-
tension of the given diagram, in which the given sentences and the diagram are all
true but the goal sentence is false. This task can be described in the form of a
specification. Let ,S' be a set of the given sentences and .D be a singleton that has
the given diagram as an element, then the specification (f , A) is such that I is a
disjoint union of ,9' and D' and A is a set that has the goal sentence as the only
element so that f nA : 0 and f UA ç typTf nà. And the task is to find an
extension ô' of ô € I)/ such that

1tu e W(Vq€ f(tr F rl) nV4 e A(u., * ù nu ts 6').

Let us consider this type of proof in the functional schemes. Since typical users
have limited knowledge about proofs of Hyperproof, let N Ç tok(.Els*) be a set of
proof which they are already familiar with. Then, their knowledge about sentences
about h can be represented by the pair (f6",47,") of disjoint subsets of typ(?s) for
each proof h e ,M such that

Vo € 16"(h ?n*uo o) nYo € A6r(h Énruo o).

Clearly, f;," OA6" :0 and f6" UÂ6" Ç typ(.Elsyo). The set Ks : {(fr,",A6")lh e
N) represents their knowledge about sentences in Hyperproof. By this knowledge
K5, a theory T(Ks) is defined such that

\<
,t{
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1. typ(7'(Ks)) is a set of sentences concerning N,

2. Let Ks be the set of partitions of typ(T(Ks)) such that (f,A) e R, n
( f ' ,4 ' )  < ( f ,A)  for  some ( f ' ,4 ' )  €  K5,  and for  each f ,^  C typ(T(K5)) ,
I Fr(s A if i (f,A) I (f ' ,4') for each (f ',4') € Ks .

In the same way, a theory T(Kp) is deflned based on their concept Kp about
diagrams.

Then, the users realize that for each sentence o and diagram ô, since .Es and
Ep arc identity functions, there might be a proof â e N such that h luooo o
and h pa"ro ô, respectively. From the functional scheme, in the case of sentences,
this leads to a function 9r" such that 96"(à) : ({" e typ(?s) | o tsrooo h},{o e.
typ(?s) | o truuo, à.)) for a proof h, and (fr,",Ân") < 7nr(h). In the case of
diagrams, (fno,A,,o) 3 Ser(h). On the specification (f,A) mentioned above, this
à is a proof such that (f,A) < S(h)s, and (f, L) 3 S(h)eo. At the same time,
)w eW(w p h). This makes.Elsro a medium classification between CIa(15) and
Evt(Sry), and between Cla(Tp) and Evt(S1y) such that in the case of sentences,

oRsu e Và e N(3a €typ( I Iso)@Esrt  nhlu,"" \ )

* lT € typ(IIp*)(wPry Ahènro,rl))

for each o € typ(75) and u.r € IV.

Cla(rp)

Evt(.Sry)

;a----/-4
Cla(T5)

Conclusion

Thus, in this paper, we formulate the logical relation between heterogeneous specifi-
cations by using a reasoning system called Hyperproof as an example. We focus on
the proof on nonconsequence in Hyperproof, explain it in the framework of ADT,
and finally, show that the creative design process is essentially the same as the
process of proofs of nonconsequence.
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